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Coventry City Council
Minutes of the Meeting of Cabinet held at 2.00 pm on Tuesday, 28 November 2017

Present:
Members: Councillor G Duggins (Chair)

Councillor F Abbott
Councillor L Bigham
Councillor K Caan
Councillor J Innes
Councillor K Maton
Councillor J Mutton
Councillor J O’Boyle
Councillor E Ruane

Deputy Cabinet Members Councillor R Ali
Councillor R Lakha
Councillor C Thomas

Non-Voting Opposition 
Members:

Councillor A Andrews
Councillor G Ridley

Other Members: Councillor R Bailey
Councillor J Lepoidevin
Councillor G Williams

Employees (by Directorate):
Chief Executive’s M Reeves (Chief Executive),
People G Quinton (Deputy Chief Executive (People)), P Barnett, L 

Gaulton, N Hart, M McGinty
Place M Yardley (Deputy Chief Executive (Place)), M Andrews, 

O Aremu, D Cockroft, C Knight, L Knight,  R Palmer, R Moon, 
D Nuttall, T Miller, J Murphy, A Walster

Apologies: Councillor B Kaur, A Khan

RECOMMENDATIONS

81. Indoor Pitch Facility at The Alan Higgs Centre 

The Cabinet considered a report of the Deputy Chief Executive (Place), which 
sought approval to provide a financial facility arrangement to enable the 
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development of an indoor pitch facility at the Alan Higgs Centre, as part of a larger 
development scheme.

The Coventry and Warwickshire Award Trust (CAWAT) owns the Alan Higgs 
Centre, and sought a loan of up to £1.5m from the Council to enable them to re-
provide the current indoor pitch facility which would be displaced by the provision 
of the new 50m pool.  The new indoor pitch facility would primarily be for 
community use.

The Cabinet noted that if CAWAT secured the funding from the Council, this would 
enable them to begin development of the site in time to ensure that the indoor 
pitch facility would be ready from September 2018, limiting the period of disruption 
to community access to the facilities.

It was proposed that the financial facility arrangement would be in the form of a 40 
year loan to CAWAT, on a commercial basis and at a fixed commercial rate of 
interest.  This financial arrangement would be at no net cost to the Council, 
instead the loan would generate a surplus for the Council, as the cost of borrowing 
for Council funds were lower than the commercial rate at which the Council would 
lend.

RESOLVED that the Cabinet recommend that Council:-

1. Approve in principle the grant of a loan facility up to the sum of £1.5m 
to the Coventry and Warwickshire Award Trust, at a commercial rate of 
interest for a period of up to 40 years as detailed in section 5.1 of the 
report submitted, for the provision of an indoor pitch facility at the Alan 
Higgs Centre.

2. Approve the addition of up to £1.5m to the capital programme.

3. Delegate authority to the Deputy Chief Executive (Place) and the 
Director of Finance and Corporate Services (Section 151 Officer), in 
consultation with the Cabinet Member for Public Health and Sport and 
the Legal Services Manager, to undertake all necessary due diligence 
and to finalise the terms and details of the loan arrangement and to 
thereafter manage the loan facility.  The authority under this 
recommendation shall include the power to negotiate and agree 
variations to the terms of the loan facility.


